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IWGGD Future Leaders Grant 

Applicant Guidelines (2026 Launch) 

 

1. Introduction 

The International Working Group on Gaucher Disease (IWGGD) is committed to advancing 
research, fostering collaboration, and supporting the next generation of investigators dedicated 
to improving the understanding and treatment of Gaucher disease. 

The IWGGD Future Leaders Grant has been established to support outstanding investigator-
driven research led by early-career scientists and clinicians. Through this initiative, the IWGGD 
aims to encourage innovative research, strengthen collaborations between institutions, and 
invest in the future leaders of the Gaucher disease community. 

 

2. Grant Summary 

Item Details 

Maximum funding Up to €60,000 

Project duration Up to 24 months 

Number of 
awards 

Subject to available funding 

Eligible 
applicants 

Early-career investigators from IWGGD Institutional Member 
organizations 

Research areas Clinical, translational, biomarker, basic science and patient-centred 
research 

 

3. Eligibility 

Applicants must meet all of the following criteria: 

• The Lead Investigator (PI or co-PI) must be affiliated with an active IWGGD Institutional 
Member. 

• Applicants must be: 

o PhD candidates; 

o Postdoctoral researchers (within 10 years of PhD completion); or 

o Junior clinicians (within 10 years of independent clinical practice). 
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 The eligibility period may be extended by one (1) year per child to 
account for parental leave. Applicants should indicate any applicable 
career breaks in their application. 

• Applicants may belong to established research groups but must demonstrate scientific 
leadership and ownership of the proposed project. 

• Collaborative applications involving multiple IWGGD Institutional Members are strongly 
encouraged. 

Application Rules 

• Each applicant may submit one application per funding round as Lead Investigator (PI 
or co-PI). 

• Applicants may participate as collaborators or co-investigators on additional 
applications led by other investigators. 

• Applicants whose proposals are unsuccessful may submit revised or new applications 
in future funding rounds. 

• Previous recipients of the IWGGD Future Leaders Grant may apply again three years 
after completion of their funded project. 

 

4. Eligible Research 

The IWGGD welcomes investigator-driven proposals addressing any aspect of Gaucher disease, 
including: 

• Clinical research 

• Translational research 

• Biomarker discovery and validation 

• Basic science 

• Patient-centred research 

• Innovative diagnostic or therapeutic approaches 

Collaborative, multicentre and international projects are encouraged where appropriate. 

 

5. Budget 

The maximum funding available is €60,000 per project. 

Applicants are encouraged to request only the funding necessary to successfully complete 
the proposed research. The review panel will assess the appropriateness of the requested 
budget as part of the evaluation process. 
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All requested costs must be fully justified. 

Eligible Costs 

Funding may be requested for: 

• Personnel directly involved in the project (research assistants, technicians, PhD 
stipends and student assistants) 

• Laboratory consumables 

• Sample processing and shipment 

• Statistical support 

• Small research equipment (up to €5,000 per item, where fully justified) 

• Publication and Open Access fees 

• Conference travel for presentation of results arising directly from the funded project 

Budget Limitations 

• Personnel costs should generally not exceed 40% of the total requested budget unless 
exceptional justification is provided. 

• Conference travel should generally not exceed 10% of the total requested budget and 
must relate directly to dissemination of project results. 

Non-Eligible Costs 

As the IWGGD is a non-profit scientific organization, grant funding is intended to directly 
support research activities. Institutional overhead, indirect costs and facilities and 
administration (F&A) charges are not eligible. 

Funding cannot be used for: 

• Institutional overhead or indirect costs 

• Administrative or management fees 

• Routine institutional operating expenses 

• Patient reimbursement or travel costs 

• Software licences 

• Major capital equipment 

• Conference sponsorship or promotional activities 

• Costs incurred before the official project start date 

• Activities unrelated to the approved research project 
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6. Ethics and Regulatory Requirements 

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that all necessary ethical, institutional and regulatory 
approvals required for the proposed research have been obtained or formally submitted before 
the application deadline. 

Projects requiring ethical approval must meet one of the following conditions at the time of 
application: 

• Ethics approval has already been granted; or 

• The ethics application has been formally submitted and is under review, with evidence 
of submission provided. 

Projects that have not yet initiated the required ethics or regulatory approval process will not 
be considered for funding. 

Successful applicants may be required to provide copies of the final approval documentation 
before grant funds are released or before research activities commence. 

This policy is intended to ensure that funded projects can begin promptly and that the grant 
period is primarily devoted to conducting research rather than obtaining regulatory approvals. 

 

7. Application Process 

Applications must be submitted through the official IWGGD online application system before 
the published deadline. 

The application consists of: 

• Applicant information 

• Institutional information 

• Project summary 

• Scientific proposal 

• Budget and budget justification 

• Project timeline and milestones 

• Ethics information 

• Collaborators 

• Curriculum Vitae 

• Supporting documents 

Incomplete applications may not be considered. 

Application Format 
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The scientific proposal must not exceed five (5) pages, excluding references and supporting 
documents. 

Applicants are encouraged to prepare a concise and focused proposal that clearly describes: 

• Background and rationale 

• Objectives and hypothesis 

• Methodology 

• Expected outcomes 

• Potential impact 

• Project timeline 

Supporting Documents 

Applicants may upload additional supporting documents to strengthen their application. These 
may include: 

• Preliminary or pilot data demonstrating feasibility 

• Relevant figures, graphs or tables 

• Letters of collaboration or institutional support 

• Ethics approval documentation or proof of ethics submission 

• Other relevant supporting material 

Supporting documents are intended to complement the proposal and must not be used to 
circumvent the five-page proposal limit by including additional methods, results or 
discussion that should be contained within the proposal itself. 

 

8. Preparing a Competitive Proposal 

Applicants are encouraged to: 

• Clearly define the research question and hypothesis. 

• Demonstrate scientific innovation. 

• Present a realistic and achievable work plan. 

• Justify each budget item. 

• Describe the anticipated impact on Gaucher disease research. 

• Explain how the project contributes to the development of the applicant as a future 
leader. 
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10. Review Process 

Applications will undergo an independent peer-review process. 

Reviewers with a conflict of interest will not participate in the evaluation of the relevant 
application. 

The review committee will make funding recommendations to the IWGGD Board, whose 
decision is final. 

Applicants will receive written notification of the funding decision. 

 

11. Grant Administration 

Payment Schedule 

Grant payments will normally be made as follows: 

• 40% upon execution of the Grant Agreement. 

• 40% following approval of the mid-term scientific progress report. 

• 20% following acceptance of the final scientific and financial reports. 

Budget Modifications 

Budget reallocations of up to 10% between approved budget categories may be made without 
prior approval. 

Larger budget modifications require prior written approval from the IWGGD. 

Project Changes 

The IWGGD must be notified promptly of any significant changes to: 

• Project objectives 

• Timeline 

• Budget 

• Lead Investigator 

• Host institution 

Major changes require prior written approval. 

No-Cost Extension 

Under exceptional circumstances, investigators may request one no-cost extension of up to 
six months. 

Requests must be submitted before the original project end date and include appropriate 
justification. 
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12. Reporting Requirements 

Successful applicants will be required to submit: 

Mid-Term Report (12 months) 

• Scientific progress report 

• Budget expenditure summary 

• Description of any deviations from the original project 

Final Report 

• Final scientific report 

• Final financial report 

• Publications and presentations arising from the project 

• A short lay summary suitable for publication on the IWGGD website 

Failure to submit required reports may affect eligibility for future IWGGD funding. 

 

13. Publications and Acknowledgement 

All publications, conference presentations, posters and other outputs arising from the funded 
project must acknowledge support from the IWGGD Future Leaders Grant. 

Suggested wording: 

"This work was supported by the IWGGD Future Leaders Grant." 

Where appropriate, investigators may also acknowledge the IWGGD by displaying its logo in 
presentations and posters. 

 

14. Intellectual Property 

Ownership of intellectual property arising from the funded research remains with the host 
institution in accordance with its institutional policies. 

Applicants are expected to inform the IWGGD of significant scientific discoveries or outcomes 
arising from the funded work. 

 

15. Termination of Funding 

The IWGGD reserves the right to suspend or terminate funding if: 

• False or misleading information has been provided. 
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• Grant funds are used for purposes other than those approved. 

• Required reports are not submitted. 

• Ethical or regulatory approvals are withdrawn. 

• The project cannot reasonably be completed. 

 

16. Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I submit more than one application? 

No. Each applicant may submit only one application as Lead Investigator per funding round. 

Can I be a collaborator on another application? 

Yes. 

Can I apply again if my proposal is unsuccessful? 

Yes. 

Can previous grant recipients apply again? 

Yes, three years after completion of their funded project. 

Can I apply before submitting my ethics application? 

No. Projects requiring ethics approval must have already received approval or have formally 
submitted the application before the grant deadline. 

Are institutional overheads eligible? 

No. 

Can publication costs be included? 

Yes. 

Can conference travel be included? 

Yes, provided it is directly related to dissemination of the funded research and appropriately 
justified. 

Can software licences be requested? 

No. 

 

17. Contact 

Questions regarding the IWGGD Future Leaders Grant should be directed to the IWGGD 
Secretariat. 

Email: info@iwggd.com  

mailto:info@iwggd.com
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Appendix 1 – Budget Guidance 

Budget Item Eligible 

Research assistant salary �� 

Technician salary �� 

PhD stipend �� 

Student assistant �� 

Laboratory consumables �� 

Sample shipment �� 

Statistical analysis �� 

Small equipment (< €5,000) �� 

Publication/Open Access fees �� 

Conference travel (presentation of project results) �� 

Institutional overhead � 

Administrative fees � 

Patient reimbursement/travel � 

Software licences � 

Major equipment � 

Promotional activities � 

Applicants should ensure that all requested costs are directly related to the proposed research 
and provide appropriate justification for each budget item. 

 


